be recuperated. That's utterly anguishing. However, the work carried out by the
EAAF, which consists of identifying people who were disappeared and later found
in mass graves as NN, significantly contributes to attenuate the problem of many
families who did not know where their loved ones were.

Furthermore, without the work of the EAAF, the trials against the military juntas
would have been inconsistent due to lack of scientific evidence. The same thing
would have happened with the trials for crimes against humanity that are now
taking place. | believe that the role the EAAF plays in countries with genocide in
their histories is absolutely essential. It's a fundamental team for the recovery of
the truth, of the memory of justice and consolidation of democracy.

What about the scope of its work?

| feel they have undertaken a gigantic task. Gigantic means exhuming some 1300
people who were murdered and their remains disappeared. Gigantic means finding
hundreds of relatives of the victims as to get some data for their identification.
Gigantic means to match thousands of pieces of information and testimonies in
cemeteries, court houses, military quarters and police stations hoping that it would
allow to identify one person. Gigantic means working in over 45 countries doing
exhumations and providing local professionals with knowledge and training so that
they can continue with the process, which always takes years. Finally, gigantic
means identifying some 577 persons throughout 29 years in Argentina.

What are your personal feelings?

I'm very moved by their work and by how they perform it. They have lots of respect
and affection for the relatives; when they work in the laboratory with the bones, you
can sense that they are constantly aware of the fact that those bones were once
inhabited by a human being, and so they are symbolically invested by the
tenderness with which they handle them. It's highly commendable that there's a
team like this in Argentina. It's the first of its kind in the entire world. And it has
shown its work internationally, despite their low profile as regards the media at
large. They believe that their work must be done in silence and only give
statements when the information justifies it. The EAAF does work nobody wanted
to do. In my view, it does it perfectly, be it from a humanistic or a scientific point of
view.



